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JOHN THOMAS DYE SCHOOL IN BEL AIR  

MOVES FORWARD WITH MASTER PLAN PROJECT  
 

California Bank & Trust lends the school $14.5 million to complete the 
project 

 
 
SAN DIEGO/LOS ANGELES (November 3, 2009) – The John Thomas Dye 

School in Bel Air (www.jtdschool.com), an independent coeducational elementary 

day school educating grades kindergarten to grade six, announced today that they 

are moving ahead with a Master Plan construction project to add three new 

buildings to the school’s prestigious campus.  The construction project was made 

possible in part by donations and a loan, which was funded for $14.5 million by 

California Bank & Trust (CB&T) (www.calbanktrust.com), a relationship bank with 

106 branches throughout California.   The Master Plan project will prepare the 

school for future growth by adding an additional 15,000 sq. ft. of new building 

space that will include a two-story academic building two office pavilions and a 

three level parking structure 

  

The school has an excellent reputation and has been educating children in the Los 

Angeles area for the past 80 years which includes alumni of over 2,000. Run by 

Headmaster, Raymond Michaud, Jr., The John Thomas Dye School strives to instill 

in each student the skills and knowledge to reach their highest academic, artistic, 

physical and emotional potential. California Bank & Trust moved forward with the 

loan in part due to the school’s plan for growth led by Michaud, who has been with 

the school since 1978, and headmaster since 1980. 
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Under the direction of Scott Monson, executive vice president and managing 

director of the commercial banking division, Lew Murez, a commercial banker at 

CB&T, worked with Michaud and Bob Suppelsa, Chief Financial Officer of JTD to 

secure the funding.   

 
“We were very impressed by the school and by Raymond’s leadership. We are 

confident about the loan and our relationship with the John Thomas Dye School,” 

said Monson.  “Sustainable growth and community partnerships are important to us 

at the bank, and therefore we are very pleased to be able to play a role in the 

school’s growth and ability to impact the minds of the future.” 

 

The Master Plan project is aiming for a December 2010 completion date. 

 

“Lew was great to work with, and we plan on having a long-term banking 

relationship with California Bank & Trust,” said Michaud.  “We are very excited 

about the benefits the Master Plan project will create for our students, faculty and 

parents who are a part of our family.  This new construction project will prepare us 

for the next 25 years of excellence in education.”  

 

 About California Bank & Trust 

California Bank & Trust, a subsidiary of Zions Bancorporation (NASDAQ: ZION), is one of the largest 
banks headquartered in California with over $10 billion in assets and 106 branches statewide. With local 
management and decision-making with an emphasis on relationship banking, CB&T provides financial 
solutions for businesses and individuals, that includes commercial as well as small business lending, cash 
management, international banking, wealth management, and online banking. Learn more at 
www.calbanktrust.com.   
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