
Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce yourself to the class. Say, “Hello. My name is Ms./Mrs./Mx./Mr.___.” 

(Students generally address adults in school settings as Ms./Mrs./Mx./Mr. Most use their last name.)

Say, “I’m here today as a volunteer from (Bank Name). Today we’re going to learn about coins."



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask, “Does anyone know what this coin is called?”

   Accept several student answers.



PENNY

front back

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Confirm the correct answer by saying, “That’s right. This is a penny.”

If using volunteers, say, “I’m going to need quite a few volunteers to help me with this activity. Let’s see if I can find some with a few
questions I have prepared.”

Ask, “Raise your hand if you know someone who has a beard.” Select 1 volunteer. If no hands are raised, ask if they can think of someone famous 
with a beard (such as Santa). Have the student come forward or stay in their seat. Provide the volunteer with a Penny Sign. 

If not using volunteers, still ask if anyone knows or has seen someone that has a beard.



The picture on the 
front of the penny is 
of Abraham Lincoln.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “I asked about a person with a beard, because if you look very carefully you will see that the person on the front of the penny has a
beard. This is the 16th president of the United States, Abraham Lincoln.”

Ask, “Does anyone’s name start with the letter A like Abraham Lincoln?”

If using volunteers, select someone with their hand raised and ask their name. If no hands are raised, ask if anyone has a last name that starts with L (or
has an A or L in their name).  Repeat the process of giving the volunteer a Penny Sign.



Newer pennies have a 
shield on the back.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “If you see a penny with a shield on the back, you know that it is newer.”

Say, “Raise your hand if you know the name of the city where our nation’s capital is located.”

If using volunteers, select someone with their hand raised and ask for the answer (Washington, D.C.). If nobody can answer, select a volunteer at
random. Repeat the process of giving the volunteer a Penny Sign.



The backs of older 
pennies show the 
Lincoln Memorial.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “For a long time, pennies had a different image on the back. This shows a building called the Lincoln Memorial. The memorial is located
in our country’s capital, Washington, D.C., and honors president Lincoln whose picture is on the front.”

Ask, “Does anyone like the color brown?” 

If using volunteers, select a student and repeat the process of giving the volunteer a Penny Sign.



Pennies are coated in 
copper, making them 
look brown. They also 
have smooth edges.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “I asked about the color brown because pennies are often brown in color. Their copper coating gives them that appearance. They are
often shiny when they are new and become more and more brown with age. If you look at the edge, you’ll notice the edges are smooth.”

Ask, “Does anyone have a birthday in January?”

If using volunteers, select someone with their hand raised. If no hands are raised, ask if anyone has a birthday on the first day of another month. Repeat
the process of giving the volunteer a Penny Sign.



The value of the 
penny is shown on 
the back, too. It is 
worth 1 cent.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “The month of January is the first month of the year. We often learn about pennies first because they have the smallest value — 1 cent."



1 penny
=

1 cent or
1¢

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 28 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask, “Have you ever seen a hundreds chart? This square has 100 smaller squares. The penny is worth 1 cent, so one of those small squares
is filled in.”

Ask, “Have you ever seen the cent sign or symbol before?”

Say, “This symbol after the 1 means cent. Sometimes it looks like this (¢). Other times it is written like a c with a line down the middle.”

If a whiteboard or flip chart is available, demonstrate how to write a cent symbol.



It takes 100 pennies to equal 1 dollar.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “You need 100 pennies to equal 1 dollar.”

Ask, “Which would you rather carry: 100 pennies or a dollar bill?”

With a smaller group, consider showing the students 100 pennies.



100 pennies
=

100 cents
=

1  dollar

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 28 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Let’s look at the hundreds chart again. To equal a dollar, you need 100 pennies.”

   Ask, “Who here can count all the way to 100?”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “This is a new coin. Does anyone know what this coin is called?”

If no responses, say, “I will give you a hint, the name rhymes with pickle."



NICKEL

front back

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “This coin is called the nickel.”

Ask, “Does anyone know someone with the first name Tom or Thomas or Tomás?”

If using volunteers, select someone with their hand raised. If no hands are raised, see if anyone has a name that starts with T or select a volunteer at
random. Repeat the process of giving the volunteer a Nickel Sign.



Thomas Jefferson 
is on the front of 
the nickel. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “The picture on the nickel is of Thomas Jefferson, the third president of the United States and author of the Declaration of
Independence.”



Thomas Jefferson’s 
home, Monticello, 
is on the back of 
the nickel. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “On the back is a picture of the home Thomas Jefferson designed and lived in, called Monticello.”

Ask, “Does anyone know how many cents a nickel is worth?”

If using volunteers, select someone with their hand raised and ask for their answer. Even if the answer is wrong, let them be a volunteer. Repeat the
process of giving the volunteer a Nickel Sign.



1 nickel
=

5 cents or
5¢

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 28 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “The nickel is worth 5 cents.”



20 nickels
=

1 dollar

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “You’d need 20 nickels to equal 1 dollar.”

If using real coins, compare 20 nickels to 100 pennies. Ask students which they would rather carry in their pocket or wallet. 

If desired, have any volunteers who are standing return to their seats or take a seat on the floor



DIME

front back

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Let’s check out the dime next.” 

Ask, “Do you think the dime is bigger or smaller in size than the nickel and penny? Let’s take a vote. Raise your hand if you think dimes are
smaller than pennies and nickels.”

If using volunteers, select someone with their hand raised to be your first “dime” volunteer. Repeat the process of giving the volunteer a Dime Sign.



The dime is the 
smallest and 
lightest U.S. coin. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “The dime is actually the smallest of U.S. coins.  It is also the lightest. Unlike the penny and nickel which have smooth edges, dimes have
ridges on their sides.”

Say, “I have another question. Who knows their middle initial?”

Ask students with their hands raised to share their middle initials and what each stands for if known.

If using volunteers, select 4 students to share their middle initials and names and repeat the process of giving each volunteer a Dime Sign.



The front of the 
dime shows another 
American president, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Franklin D. Roosevelt was also an American president. It is his picture that you’ll find on dimes. People usually use his middle initial ‘D’
when saying his full name or they use his full name, Franklin Delano Roosevelt.”



A torch, olive branch, 
and oak tree branch 
are on the back.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask, “Does anyone like to eat olives?” 

Say, “On the back of the dime, you’ll see an olive branch on the left which represents peace. In the middle is a torch that symbolizes liberty.
The oak branch on the right represents strength and independence."



1 dime
=

10 cents or 
10¢

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 28 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Even though the dime is smaller than the penny and the nickel, it is actually worth more. 1 dime is worth 10 cents."



It takes 10 dimes 
to equal 1 dollar. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “You would need 10 dimes to equal 1 dollar.”

If using real coins, compare the 10 dimes to the 100 pennies and 20 nickels. If desired, invite the dime volunteers to take a seat.



QUARTER

front back

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “We have one more coin to explore — the quarter. The front of the quarter shows our first president, George Washington. There are many
different images on the back of quarters. Some represent different states and national parks. Recent quarters show famous women."



The quarter is larger 
than the penny, 
nickel, and dime.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “The quarter is bigger than the other coins we’ve looked at so far."



It has ridges 
along the edge.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Like the dime, the quarter also has ridges on the edge.”

If using volunteers, let students know that you will need 4 volunteers to take Quarter Signs and distribute them as before.



1 quarter
=

25 cents or 
25¢

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 28 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Each quarter is worth 25 cents.”



4 quarters
=

1 dollar

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Because they are worth more, you only need 4 quarters to equal 1 dollar."



School Store 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “We’re going to use the coins we just learned about to see if we can buy items from a pretend school store.”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Let’s look at what items are for sale in our school store.”

Point out several of the items and read the prices. With older students, you can invite volunteers to read the prices.



Eraser
5 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Select 3–5 items from the school store and help students combine coins to purchase them. 

Challenge students to create multiple coin combinations that equal the price of each item considered. Sample combinations are shown below.

If using student volunteers, invite the students to form groups to visually demonstrate some of the coin combinations. 

Revisit the slides with the value of the coins, as needed to remind students of the value of each coin.

Eraser: 5 cents
• 1 nickel
• 5 pennies




Stickers
10 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Stickers: 10 cents
• 1 dime
• 2 nickels
• 10 pennies
• 5 pennies and 1 nickel



Pencil
15 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pencil: 15 cents
• 1 dime and 1 nickel
• 3 nickels
• 1 dime and 5 pennies
• 15 pennies
• 2 nickels and 5 pennies
    • 1nickel and 10 pennies



Sharpener
25 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sharpener: 25 cents
• 5 nickels
• 2 dimes and 1 nickel 
• 25 pennies
• 2 dimes and 1 nickel
    • 2 dimes and 5 pennies



Glue
40 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Glue: 40 cents
• 4 dimes
• 8 nickels
• 40 pennies
• 2 dimes and 4 nickels
    • 1 quarter, 1 dime, and 1 nickel



Crayons
50 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Crayons: 50 cents
• 2 quarters
• 5 dimes
• 10 nickels
    • 50 pennies



Ruler
75 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ruler: 75 cents
• 3 quarters
• 7 dimes and 1 nickel
• 15 nickels
    • 75 pennies



Pencil Box
$1 or 100 cents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pencil box: one dollar
• 4 quarters
• 10 dimes 
• 20 nickels
    • 100 pennies



Design Your 
Own Coin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Let’s use some creativity and make our own coins.”

Distribute a My Own Coin activity sheet to each student. Invite students to create their own design for a coin.



Design Your Own Coin
Who or what will be on the coin?
How much will it be worth?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Think about who or what will be on your coin and how much it will be worth.”



What can you do 
with coins?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Say, “Before I leave, let’s talk for a minute about how you might use coins.”

Share examples of ways people might use coins, including buying things and saving them for future use. Remind students that everyone makes different
decisions with their money and that is okay. 



THANK YOU!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank the students for letting you come to their class and for paying attention and listening.

Remind students that learning to count money is important, so they know how much money they have or are spending.  

Let them know that you hope to see them someday at the bank counting their money or bringing it in to save at the bank. If your branch has a coin
counting machine, consider sharing that these will automatically sort and count coins.
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